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Bongiwe and Zukile’s

STORY

Why did you choose this location?
My husband and I grew up in the Eastern 

Cape, which to this day is regarded as South 
Africa’s wild province with expanses of 

untouched beach, bush and forest.  
The quaint town of Franschhoek, in the 

world-renowned scenic Winelands 
of South Africa, was full of greenery 

surrounded by majestic-looking 
mountains. In our first meeting with 

our wedding planner, Christina Holt 
from Wedding Concepts, we were 

reviewing various other venues when 
she recommended we take a drive to 
Franschhoek and pointed out three 

top wedding venues. On arrival at La Paris 
Wine Estate, we both connected with 
the venue and the deciding factor was 
the location of the gazebo. The walk to 

the gazebo takes one through enchanted 
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gardens and greenery. The gazebo 
is in the centre of this lush green 

well-manicured lawn complemented 
by big trees and a 360 degree view of 
the majestic mountains. It resonated 

well with who we are as a couple.   

What made you choose this 
location? - Zukile’s side of the family 
comprises of “three families in one,” 

so the size of the venue was important 
to us. We wanted all our loved ones 
together with business associates to 

share in our moment of joy.     

What was the inspiration for your 
wedding? - The inspiration 

of our wedding was borne out of
 our style which was “opulent and 

elegant.” Wedding Concepts took this 
brief and not only expertly guided us 

through each step of our 
planning journey, but designed a 
chic, vibrant and ultra-glamorous 

celebration for us. Every detail was 
thought about and customized to 
our taste and personalities. A mix 

of glamorous gold, bold contrasting 
colours, vibrant shades of fuchsia 
flowers and many bespoke design 
elements gave the wedding a true 

“wow-factor.” Not least because 40 
stunning crystal chandeliers were 
suspended over the tables and the 
golden 7-tier wedding cake almost 

stole the show. The stage and 
dancefloor had been customized
aswell, and a beautiful outdoor 

lounge area was the talking 
point during pre-dinner drinks. 
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We both come from families that 

placed the importance of family at 
the core of what matters the most 
in life. We are both middle-aged, 

career-focused and driven 
in terms of pursuing opportunities 
that will give us a quality of life we
will enjoy for many years with our 
children. We are also very private 

and tend to be homebodies, a trait 
that makes it difficult to meet 

people. We were both looking for 
a partner that would complement 

each other’s need to succeed but yet 
give so much of themselves 

to nurturing the relationship. 
On our first date, we chatted well  
past midnight and soon thereafter 

we have never been apart. 
My husband proposed a month later 

and here we are today.

Thanks to the amazing 
partners in our planning 

journey and first and 
foremost to Wedding Con-
cepts for their exceptional 
planning and design skills 
we were able to celebrate 
our union in such style 
and surrounded by love 

and sheer elegance with a 
unique personal touch.
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